
examination, and does not justify the Superintendent h: 
:refusing to proceed with his duties. For even if putrefac
tion be very far advanced, ,ny abnormalities a n d injurie 
0f the bones can s~iH be a ce~'tained,. and likewise many 
other circumstances, s lCb. as the color and state of the hair;, 
the abseHce of Ii 1<11 bs, &c., w.llicl may assist in estab-lis-billg 
tll identity in doubtfu l cases. Foreign snbstanc-rs within 

t he body may also l;)e oi co 'ered r as also the presenee or 
absence of pregnancy and of poisons. \Vhen, tterefore, the 
question arises of disinterring a dead body for the purpose 
of gaining informatioll with reference to conditions of thic;o 
kind, it is the duty of the physicians to 1'9comme11d the 
exhum ation 1 regal'dl,ess of the time that has elapsed since 
death took place. 

'4. IKsTRuMENTs.-The Su perlntendent ShOll d be provide 
with the following instrnments, which are requisite for th 
performance of the examillatio11: Four to six scalpels-bv 
", mall, with a straight edge, and two large, -ith a curye 
edge. One razor. Two st rOl1P' cartilage knives. TvYO pairv' 
of forceps. Two dou Ie hooks. Two paifs of SClS ors ; one 
pair large, llaving one b lade \.vith the point rounded off; th 
other sharp; the other pair small , une blade probe-pointed , 
the other sharp pointoo. One pair of scissors for layin cr 

open intestines. One blow-pipe. One thick probe, aud two 
fine on es. One saw. A mallet and chisel. A pair of bon . 
forceps. Six cu rved Deed les of various sizes. A pair of 
calUper compasses. A tape measure or other meaSl'lTe. A 
pair of scales, with \ve'ghts up to]O lbs. good !llagnify
ing glass. Lit nus and turmeric paper. 

5. PJ~A E FOR THE EXA . IINATIO.J.- AND Ll~HT.-For the 
examination a sufficiently spacious and light room should 
be chosen, where tIl e booy (' ;\11 be placed in a s'1itable posi
tion, and 'in a quiet situation. It i,s not best to perform 
autopsies by artifi<:ial light, except in cases whi('h ac1mH of 
no delay. In such a ~ase the fact must be fxpre sly alluded 


